
July 16, 2021

Dear Parent/Guardian,

As we have shown over the past year and a half, Hughson Unified School District has done
everything we could to bring our students back to the classroom so that our students could be with
their friends and receive a quality education.  We are looking forward to a new school year with less
restrictions, a regular calendar, and a return to some normalcy.  At this time last year, we were
starting the school on distance learning and we were unsure when we would be able to open.  A lot
has changed and loosened up for our school system, including the following:

● Face coverings are not required when students and staff are outdoors
● We do not need to keep our students in cohorts and they can mix with their grade level

peers
● We do not need to socially distance in our classrooms or use plexiglass barriers
● There are no limits on how many people can attend our school events
● We do not need to do temperature checks in the mornings
● Parents can volunteer in our classrooms again
● We do not need to do surveillance testing every two months for staff or for athletes

When California first released their guidance it said that students must be removed if they refused to
wear a face covering in the classroom.  They later changed it to the following: Consistent with
guidance from the 2020-21 school year, schools must develop and implement local
protocols to enforce the mask requirements. Additionally, schools should offer alternative
educational opportunities for students who are excluded from campus because they will
not wear a face covering. It is very clear that students and staff must wear face coverings in
buildings.  Last year, our students were amazing and did what they needed to do so they could
attend school.  Students were not suspended or expelled for not wearing a face covering.
Instead, administrators and teachers asked students to put their face covering on.  If it became a
problem, they met with the parent and talked about keeping their student at home for learning.
The same will happen this next school year.

Several parents have contacted us regarding the California Department of Public Health Guidance for
Schools.  I want to thank you for your questions and expressing your thoughts.  I have spent this past
week looking into our responsibility to follow the guidelines and if there is any latitude to lessen the
restrictions.  After talking with Public Health, CRSIG (our insurance group), Cal OSHA, and our
attorney, I came up with the same answers over and over: As a public school system, we must
follow the directives of the California Department of Public Health. There is a health order in
effect and we must adhere to it.  It is not in our jurisdiction as a school district to bend the rules or
ignore them.

The consequences of us not following the guidelines that have been set forth by the state could result
in fines, loss of funding, and loss of liability coverage. We must report all positive cases to our
County Public Health.  They monitor this information, and if we have an outbreak or too many cases
on a campus, they can shut our schools down and return us to a distance learning format.

It is our charge to provide a quality education for all of our students and to keep everyone safe.  We
take that responsibility very seriously.  We realize that some of you might not agree with the guidance,
and the appropriate place for you to address your concerns is:

California Department of Public Health
PO Box, 997377, MS 0500, Sacramento, CA 95899-7377



As soon as the restrictions can be lifted, we will immediately do so!  We, like you, look forward to a
complete return to what we are used to.  We look forward to seeing you in August.

Sincerely,

Brenda Smith
Superintendent


